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J AMES EARL.'RAY has been imprisoned in Brushy' Mountain ' 
State Penitentiary -fop bver 12 years for' ihe' assassination of d" 

T { ’y Martin Luther King Jr7 d- - - ' 

\ : Despite that feet or perhaps "because of it, there is still doubt 

{■'- • in the minds :of milb'qns of people aroundihe globe -that ' we 
^3JreaByiaiow Who or what' actually killed Dr, EngVAs "a matter -of -v 
j eVfactithe controversy reaches new and higher levels eVery year on 
, the" anniversary of the assassination , ■ ■ : -.e.m_.vn, . : 

3^02 e of the con o e and bee -ee „ Dr. w grbtarure as 

: n pubhc leader and- h public.presence^lSs -UiSi-TIous^of ®ep- > f 

; resentatives formed the House 1 SeiecVC^rnrnittde; Bn 
: tio ns — which I chaired— to investigate' Led' circumstances i durdd f ' 

- rounding the assassinations' Df^Dr- dKing and Pieadeht 
Kennedy. That committee interviewed '•Mo^^'-wieSessel^Dd''^; 

■ sept investigators" across the : coun^’dtc^.^-amine:ev£iy. ; sdrap of?Ki - 

} i ..information relating to the Memphis tragedyiWe hot p^yVinvbs^f^- ~ ' 

..- / Jigated the movements of James EaH 

mi .with him; we also mveshgated report and juniors that 

; ,, or some other public agency, or. secret group was involved in the.. 

.'i,'-;-. assassination. Finally, aftCT.-^ 

> n S s ’ the 

fu table evidence -that James - . _ 

: hilled Dr. King, and 4at: Dr^Krig' 

; , - - £t conclusion, as yen can see, raises a number of crucial, anc ' 

' controversial questions: Arid "rince' it and ' the hew facts 'dis’cdv^ 

, ' cred by the Committee have .not received proper public aliens VS- 
" bon, it would phihaps he use^Xpii 
- the assassination, to review the record and clear the air. But in 1 cm-kb 
ber to do that, it is necessary, first of all, to deal with the fact that ■■ 

J—a Black congressman. from Ofiirpand a personal friend of Maf->S 
■ : bp .Luther' King* Jr— was named_ chairman of efhe -Committee. gl 
- — <- - - -mg -ppon.mr“n^ 

£ -■• ^° r never ,.hefore had a. Black served^ as chairman of a congress- g 
■- : ?°. n ^ investigating committee.y-ith a national scope. :•* 

1 \ V 1 ' vas . fr °m the begimmy:ke'eSy : aware of the hom^rid 1 #:^: 

: e . responsibilities and dangers— of the assignment '.pTememl^yeymS'S 
today, the call I received from Speaker Thomas P. ^TinJ DTCeilfi c' 

.3«?t before iioori,WlMafai ^ 8^977. Sjpe^ ; cyNeil]^ ^^oke fast-'5 
v,". , 5 eying,- T,ouie,.:.wilUyovi -.take- .-the chairmanship of - the 'Select g.: 

: .. .Committee on -Assassin ationsFi Without : a momentV~&6i^bL" X'-ye 
said, kes, Mr. Speaker, if .you' think 1 can do the job ” feplv'-- • 

w ps, “You 1 can ‘do iCTm appointing you' at ^noonFi^k'lA:^Sv>,-^Vr 
[As I hung up the telephone, my mind immediately raSd b'acki-i: ' 
to my own'peik^reWohsfep^^^-^^-^^ ^^ ^ 
fyas now piy 'responsibihijgfo myeiHgated I had meThim im’i9fi5>b| 






-'..-when he canie tojCleveTand to lead a movement to! register Black . 
v.vyotsrs.- Two: years later, through the leadership of Dr- King, a . • 

' Jrecord number of Blacks were registered m -Cleveland and my . ; 

kBrotherTCarl B^Stokes, fecir.-.e the : BSt^BlackVmayor of a major. - 

'-'''American citvfThe night that Carl wo£.:Dr.^ng and T. sat to- • 

- gether in a'small robmon the second floor of the campaign head- . - ■ 
•o'! oisarters, ' wMIe'JLhfis::: throngs celebrated 'below. hew peep.e 

’’know „ s f 

cndedra remain rn the 

V renorters.-pecause he wad triu^f Cdd . - 1 

■f because. - 

: ' 

. Fiv^months later, on-'^nl_4: 1968^1 was. ^paigmng^ 

? Congress in.Cleveland- A^I.came_put ofon^crunpaign stog and^ - 
?' got into my car toTiead for'fpenext" appearance, I heard on the kj&g 


,i9T7;-'thinldng7aEx>ut the;S|«akefs.raII. gnd'.J^ndate...ADd I§leggj£ . , 

■ i'eiced. thed— and I ...;. staff.laier— tnat_no stops d^- := .n '-ad ; 

V-Ieft unturni'd man uncompromising 'searc^for Jthe"tru df- In ffiag^-; j / 

. connection. I told niy staff director, G, RoberfBlakey, l 

'Vwantcd thestaff to be fully integrated. Add. I'am Bagpf to; report / . t J 
, that Blacks and_&hCT minorities exmstituted -at feast .one^dif^-* 

; : : a. - ■ 

v?- I believe;, under tBe .cjrcumstances. Jbat pur-Conpmttee arid^ 
the Brilliant tait we hired came' aldose- to the truth, as was.;...; ; i 
■ bum anlr possible'"And aftbougE we net hampered by the facTd? j 
I that \Ve- started our investigation a hiH eight years'^ after the 
shot had teen, fired, I beheve pur Uvo major findings willsrand 
the test of historv * ’ -1 3 , , * 

K/The firrt’ finding wasj that James Ead. ; Ray;was. &e. probable^ 

/.killer of Dr.' fang. The'eWdence : fii' support of this Bndng can 
.'.-’he summarized under five general Jheadiugsr^ /111 vw/ . . . -. . . 

'■■'■■■■■'t'james Earl Rev stcJked~Dr7King for a period immedi- I 

atelv preceding lh7 assassination. It was" the Judgment of the 5 

? mcidentally.: of,abK .men of , 

" . different faces, backgrounds; and pers'uasioS-that the evidence 
, clearly showed that Ray pursued King^cross. country from Los I 

‘• Angeles to Atlanta andfinally to Memphis.;" .:.••• ) 

?;• .On” March Ifi, 196S, for #^nple, Df King was 'in Lot Angeleihhs .1 
"for a Speaking. eiigagemeSt"'St thaftime, Ray. was living in Los j 

.Angeles, where he was attending 'a bartending'school. The next 1 

day, on March 17, Ray filled out a post office change of address ..... 
card, listing Atlanta as. a temporary address. On the same day/. ./• 
he drove eastward from Los Angeles to Atlanta. 




^Sy Emphatically denied that he had filed the change of ad- 
dress card in Los Angeles until he was confronted 

With the card during the hearings. The Committee viewed 
Ravs travel plans and what they viewed as his 
coCerup as the first significant indication of his interest m trach- 

“iWs pursuit of Dr. King continued next to Selma, Atoma 
Dr. Eng spoke in Selma on March 21, 1968, and a re^strahon 
card from the Flamingo Motel, m Selma showed Ray g 

istered guest on March 22, 1968. Ray later told the Committee 
diathe Sd been traveling from New Orleans. tn Bmmm^ and 
got lost on the way. The Committee queshoned Ray^hbi for 
he had two maps. Even more incriminating is the fact that them 
t CTe two direct routes from New Orleans to Birmingham-and 
Selma was not on either route.; - - , - ■ , ■ 

■ There is also evidence to indicate that Dr. King and Ray were 
ir^Tnta on the same day-March 30, On that day 

■ returned to Adanta from Memphis after the first sanitation work- 
ers march. Ray denied that he returned to Atlanta before going ; 
to Memphis, but two events compellingly venry ^ 
there First. Ray paid his Atlanta landlord for a second weeks 
rent (The landlord testified to this before die Committee^ Sec- 

™3 K , tbere is a laundry ticket hearing his name which was 
written on' April 1 1968. In testimony before the Committee, 
an official of die cleaners noted, and evidence proves, that 

tee concluded, for die express purpose * shoohng Dr. Eng.^ . 
though Ray contended that he did not know that Dr g 
in Memphis, in newspapers retrieved from his person^bdong 
• ings. Dr. Eng s visit to Memphis and the place he was staying j 

We £e D Sence is clear, then: James Earl Ray stalked Dr. King 1 
' for a malign purpose. _ 

Evlfa<* ..1 by ^ 

that die shot was fired from the rear bathroom window of a roo ^ 




showed ‘ 


iessie Brewer. Mrs. Brewer testmeo mat nay 
1NY • April. 198. 1 

lvW^ vnf ' /U ^ x 





and which gave him a perfe 




i# 1 ' 


located at the rear of the building 
view of the Lorraine Motel. 

tenants of the rooming house testified that the occupant 
of room 5-B frequently used the bathroom in the hall on the 
crucial afternoon of April 4. One of the residents told the Com- 
mittee that he made two attempts to use the bathroom only, to . 
find it occupied by James Earl Ray, the tenant in Room 5-B. 

\fter two of the tenants heard the shot— the shot authorities and 
experts believe killed Dr. King-they also heard the sound of foot- 
steps running from the direction of the bathroom-: One of the 
recognized the man who was carrying something under 
his arm as he turned the comer. 

3. The third major point is that James Earl Ray was directly 
linked to the murder weapon. Only moments after die assassi- 
nation, the rifie later identified as the one used to Mil Dr. King 
was found outside Canipe’s Amusement Company, which was 
across the street from the rooming house. Expert law enforcement 
officials testified at Ray’s trial and before our Committee that 
this was die same type of rifle that Ray purchased on March 
30, 1968, in Birmingham. 

Although Ray admitted on several occasions under oath that 
he’ had bought a .343 caliber rifle and a telescopic sight at Aero- 
marine Supplv Company in Birmingham and subsequently ex- 
changed it for a more powerful .30-06 Remington Gamemaster, 
he later changed his storv to sav that he transported the original 
rifle from Birmingham to Memphis. It was in Memphis, he said, 
that he gave the rifle to an associate named Raoul as a sample 
for prospective buyers 'in a gunrunning scheme.^ 

This brings us to the fourth and decisive point. 

4 James Earl Ray was unable to produce evidence to ex- 
plain his unusual movements or to identify the mysterious 
“Raoul,” who supposedly directed Ray in every phase of their 
so-called gunrunning scheme before Dr. King’s assassination. To 
mention the obvious and centrally important fact, the evidence 
indicates that the mvsterious “Raoul” never existed. Consider, for 
example, the following facts: Ray was unable to produce a single 
witness to establish “Raoul’s” existence. The Committee, more- 
over interviewed several witnesses from three rooming houses 
where Ray allegedlv met "Raoul.” In every instance, the witnesses 
said they remembered seeing Ray. But not a single witness 
remembered seeing Ray with anyone else. 

But the most convincing evidence in this general connection 
was Ray’s inabilitv to give a consistent description of "Raoul.” If, 
as he said, “Raoul” was his close associate, he should have been 
able to describe him consistently. But-revealingly-he could not 
On four different occasions, Ray described “Raoul” to different 


l httiJcX lAO* 






! KING JR. Coofi'nt/ed 

. "red-haired French Canadian,” an ! 

; and a “sandv-haired Latin.”' 

-■? >'• Honed Ray’s need to use an alias 

v. •’ VI Eric S. Galt. He used this name 

i; V Prf0r !° the *sassination. 

pn /] /] assassination of Dr. King, 

.? /| ’ I d that Ra - V ’ s flawed story about 

■4 -^ i - ■ y . t? " ‘ han HiS 6Stablished identifi- 

'Swat 

"ft 

1 ■■■ uj4 fa 1 ' ■ f° fire iv e , gup: ft “ <3^ 

,i , \ O' U 6 behlnd 41,6 man who . 

Vf I f l (1 ' - /) U ; ir investigations, there were 

' V,/,- a Federal Bureau of Investi- 

/l^-^ n ‘ h A' Dr ' King ' Tbe Com ' 

U/llJ?" W /l 6\ ?I personnel were involved 
-7 / ' rl1%h nple eridenee to strongly ; 

hi' O'— £ '^/ f 7 f of the Bureau. The Com- | 

" / YXvi'Ui? s of the Ffi I COINTEL- 1 

/ Villi ’ - climate that led to the 

/ — and unconsYti” l™* m ° ra!lj ’ re P r ehensib]e, 

r ' — * dn a unconstitutional. • 

“ *■*».« * ~~r .0 Ml a. ! 


of the times. During the late ’60s, fear of the burgeoning Civil 
Rights movement along with a strong anti-King feeling within the 
FBI led the Bureau to engage in a program to discredit civil 
rights organizations and ultimately Dr. King. This program was 
called COINTELPRO.- 

Initiallv conceived as a program to ensure that none of the 
civil rights organizations was subversive or connected with the 
Communist Party, COINTELPRO eventually blossomed into a 
full-scaled counterintelligence attack against civil rights organi- 
zations. 

At that time, a security investigation of a specific group was a ' 
legitimate function of the FBI. But the program that endangered 
Dr. King and attempted to discredit civil rights organizations was 
never a legitimate function of the FBI. 

The Select Committee concluded that the tactics used in the 
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DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. c=„«„.ed 

This criticism angered Hoover who, on one occasion, called Dr. 
King "the most notorious liar in the nation.” 

It was in this setting of rancor and ill will that FBI field offices 
and agents began an aggressive COINTELPRO program against 
Dr. King, despite the fact that the connection between Dr. King 
and the Communist Party had been clearly disproven. 

As the Civil Rights movement increased in prominence and Dr. 
King increased in stature, FBI activities were systematically 
stepped up. Following the March on Washington in 1963, ranldng 
FBI officials met and decided to step up surveillance of Dr. King. 

Between 1963 and 1966, the FBI, through electronic surveil- 
lance equipment, monitored Dr. King’s telephone conversations. 
Although the specific assignment was to listen to and record con- 
versations between Dr. King and alleged Communist Party work- 
ers, all conversations were recorded. The Committee discovered 
that these conversations and other information were used by the 
FBI to create tension between Dr. King, his civil rights associates 
and even members of his family. 

One example of this, cited by the Committee, was an anony- 
mous letter and alleged transcript of a surveillance tape which 
was sent to Dr. King in 1964. Records and a copy of the letter 
found bv the Committee prove that the FBI sent the letter, which 
threatened Dr. King with exposure of derogatory personal in- 
formation and implied that suicide would be a suitable course of 
action. Here is an excerpt: 

King, there is only one thing left for you to do. You 
know what that is. You have just 34 days in which to do 
it. You are done. There is but one way out for you. You 
better take it before your filthy fraudulent self is bared to 
the nation. 

During the hearings, the Committee also found that the FBI 
COINTELPRO actions extended bevorid the invasion of Dr. 
King's privacy. The FBI, as revealed by witnesses, tried to inter- ^ 
fere with fund-raising efforts of SCLC as well as the awarding 
of degrees and other honors to Dr. King. 

The Crime Records Division at the FBI was also active in the 
COINTELPRO operation. The Bureau via its contacts with 
“friendly media” systematically placed articles or provided de- 
. rogatory information about Dr. King. 

A prime example of this occurred in a St. Louis newspaper 
less than one week before Dr. King -was assassinated. The FBI 
placed an editorial in that paper which tried to discredit Dr. King. 

With the prospect of King’s spring Poor People’s Campaign in 
Washington and the aftermath of the violent sanitation workers 
march in Memphis on March 28th as a backdrop, the FBI 
authored an editorial which suggested that Dr. King could not 
control the march in Memphis and that the violence was merely 
a prelude to what would happen at the march in Washington. 

On March 30, 1968, the editorial appeared in the St. Louis paper 
accompanied by a disparaging cartoon of Dr. King. The language 
was clearly taken from the FBI-authored editorial. For example, a 
line in the FBI article said, “Memphis may only be the prelude 
to civil strife in our nation’s capital.” The newspaper line read, 

• u i,„ ro „ ™«ive blood bath in 




